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Goal & Purpose of Green Standards
Green development standards are a tool to guide development through the 
planning and design process that focuses on the community as a whole to 
encourage sustainable community design.

Goal: Encourage the inclusion of sustainability measures for new development 
in order to improve their environmental performance.
The purpose is to: 

• promote sustainable site and building design to increase community 
resiliency;

• support reduction in greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate effects of climate 
change; and

• provide a “one stop shop” for navigating municipal sustainability policy, plans 
& strategies in new development, ensuring alignment with the Town of 
Whitby Sustainability & Climate Change goals.



Impacts of New 
Construction & 

Operating 
Emissions 



Benefits of the Whitby Green Standard



Legal Authority for Green Development Standards
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•Municipal Act
•Planning Act Authority and power to create GDS

•Planning Act
•Provincial Policy StatementContent Areas Covered in GDS

•Municipal Official PlanLocal Policy Basis & 
Implementation

•Regional Plans and Policies
•Municipal Plans and PoliciesAlignment and Integration

Source: Clean Air Partnership Towards a Low Carbon Community-
Creating Municipal Green Development Standards https://www.cleanairpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/GDS-
Toolkit.pdf

https://www.cleanairpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/GDS-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.cleanairpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/GDS-Toolkit.pdf
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Enabling 
Policies



THE  WHITBY GREEN STANDARD
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Whitby Green Standard Tools

• Two Checklists
• Site Plan Checklist
• Plan of Subdivision 

Checklist

Reference Guide Brochure



Whitby Green Standard - Themes
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Environment

Society

Economy



Whitby Green Standard Checklist
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Voluntary performance that can be encouraged through 
incentives.





Stepped Approach



Supporting Documents
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Reference Guide
•Whitby’s sustainability vision, 
overview of the WGS, and a 
description of the WGS 
principles
•Explanation of performance 
tiers
•Step by step instructions to 
help you complete the WGS 
Checklist
•Requirements for the 
Sustainability Report
•Overview of the WGS’ interface 
with the development review 
process
•Glossary definitions and 
resources

WGS Information Brochure 
•Explanation of how the WGS 
interfaces with the Development 
Review Process
•An overview of the performance 
tiers
•An overview of the WGS, including 
what it is, why it is needed, and the 
role of the Applicant
•An overview of One Planet Living, 
the sustainability framework used to 
organize the WGS’ sustainable 
development principles



PROJECTS TO SUPPORT THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WGS
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Digitization of the Application Process
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Creating a digital platform for the Whitby Green Standard to make the process 
application easier for developers.  

Conduct 
Survey to 

obtain input 
on the 

digitization 
process

Host 
workshops to 

provide 
training on the 

platform

Conduct Beta 
Testing 

April 2023:  Launch Digital Platform 

Consultation with the Development Community



Development of an Incentives Program
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Incentives will be used to encourage the 
uptake of the Whitby Green Standard.

Examples of incentives include:
• Third party incentives ($)
• Recognition program, Sustainable Design 

Awards/Green Development Champion
• Stormwater Credit ($)
• Servicing Allocation
• External Grant Programs

Incentives would be considered for developers who achieve Tier 2 or higher. 



Whitby Green Standard Demonstration Project
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Phase 1: Design
Work with a real development application (approved plan), and model the 
requirements for 6-8 low-rise residential homes to meet the Whitby Green 
Standard voluntary tiers (Tier 2, Tier 3 and Tier 4).
Phase 2: Build
Construct at least three low-rise residential homes that meet the Whitby Green 
Standard voluntary tiers; measure actual costs and payback for each of the tiers; 
Phase 3: Monitor
Calculate the actual real costs, GHG emission reductions and other relevant 
metrics associated with each of the three buildings for 12 months of homeowner 
occupancy.
Phase 4: Report
Share outcomes with surrounding GTHA municipalities through the Clean Air 
Council Network which will also help advance increased uptake of Green 
Development Standards.



2024 Update of the Standard
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Mandatory 
Requirement 

= Tier 2 
Review of 

Criteria 

Consultation

Review of 
Programs to 

Support 
Implementation



Resources
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https://fcm.ca/en/resources/mcip/case-study-green-
development-standards-growing-communities

Clean Air Partnership 
alongside 8 municipalities 
(including Whitby) developed 
a Canada-wide tool for 
developing & implementing 
Green Development 
Standards.

Provides a simple walk 
through guide to the benefits 
and the guiding principles for 
implementing GDS

https://fcm.ca/en/resources/mcip/case-study-green-development-standards-growing-communities
https://fcm.ca/en/resources/mcip/case-study-green-development-standards-growing-communities


Thank You
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Sarah Shields,  MREM
Project Manager – Sustainability 
& Climate Change
shields@whitby.ca
905.444.3167

mailto:shields@whitby.ca
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