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Town of Whitby
By-law #

Designation of the Mayfield House, 780 Garden Street
as being of Cultural Heritage Value and Interest

Being a By-law to to designate the Mayfield House on the property municipally known in
2022 as 780 Garden Street, and legally described as PART __ PLAN 40R , as
being of cultural heritage value and interest.

Whereas, in accordance with the provisions of Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act,
R.S.0. 1990, c. 0.18, as amended, the Council of The Corporation of the Town of
Whitby considers it desirable to designate the building known as the Mayfield House on
the property hereinafter described to be of cultural heritage value and interest;

And whereas, the Council of the said Corporation has caused to be served on the
owners of the property municipally known as 780 Garden Street, Whitby, Ontario, and
upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, notice of its intention to designate the Mayfield House
and the associated property at the aforesaid address to be of cultural heritage value and
interest and has caused such notice to be published in a newspaper having general
circulation in the Town of Whitby;

Now therefore, the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Whitby hereby enacts as
follows:

1. General

The building known as the Mayfield House and its associated property, municipally
known as 780 Garden Street in 2022, PART __ PLAN40R ___ , west side of Garden
Street, and more particularly described in Schedule ‘A’ attached to and forming part of
this by-law as a property of cultural heritage value and interest in the Town of Whitby,
under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. 0.18, as
amended.

This designation shall not preclude any changes that may be deemed necessary for the
efficient use of the building provided that any changes shall be in keeping with the
current character of the building and shall be carried out in accordance with the
applicable Heritage Permit processes at the Town of Whitby.

By-law Name: Designation of the Mayfield House, 780 Garden Street, as being of
Cultural Heritage Value and Interest



2. Schedule(s)
Schedule ‘A’ — Legal Description
Schedule ‘B’ — Statement of Significance for 780 Garden Street

3. Effective Date

The provisions of this by-law shall come into force and take effect on the day of the final
passing thereof.

By-law read and passed this Select date day of Insert Month, 2023.

Elizabeth Roy, Mayor

Christopher Harris, Town Clerk



SCHEDULE “A”
TO
BY-LAW NO. XXXX-23

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

PART __ PLAN 40R ; Town of Whitby

By-law Name: Insert short By-law name

By-law # XXXX-23
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SCHEDULE ‘B’
TO
BY-LAW NO. XXXX-23

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY - 780 Garden Street

The Mayfeild House is located at the address municipally known in 2022 as 780 Garden
Street in Whitby, approximately 500 metres south of the Rossland and Garden Urban
Central Area, at the intersection of Manning Road and Garden Street, on PART __
PLAN 40R

The Mayfield House was built using the Georgian architectural style and constructed
entirely of Kingston limestone. The limestone remains in its original condition and is one
of the only limestone houses in the area apart from the 1849 Henry House Museum in
Oshawa harbour. Mayfield is a unique structure within the built context of Whitby. The
construction method used is usually associated with Scottish settlers such as the
Thomson family. The front fagade is divided into three bays consisting of a central
doorway and windows on either side.

STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE AND INTEREST

The property has a design or physical value because it is rare, unique and
representative of the Georgian architectural style in the Whitby community. It was
constructed entirely of Kingston limestone with a high degree of craftsmanship and
artistic merit in detailed elements seen in the exterior and interior components of the
dwelling.

The property has historical or associative value as it reflects the construction method,
which is associated with an early Scottish settler in the Town of Whitby, specifically built
for John Thomson, and its style in a demonstration of Scottish settler traditions.
Thomson and his family are some of the earliest immigrants from Scotland to Durham
County and are an important part of the cultural heritage of Whitby. Mayfield House also
has an important recent association with Christine Elliott and Jim Flaherty as important
political leaders in this community.

The Mayfield House has contextual value because it contributes to the character and
identity of the Town of Whitby. Being one of the finest built dwellings of the early stages
in Whitby, its unique limestone construction makes Mayfield a local landmark, which is
visible from both adjacent major streets.

DESCRIPTION OF HERITAGE ATTRIBUTES

Attributes related to its style as a Georgian farmhouse in the original structure
constructed in 1845:

e Rectangular plan
e Simple massing with side gable roof and paired stone chimneys



e Symmetrical composition of the 3-bay principal elevation (south elevation)

e Wooden fascia, soffit, projected eaves & eave returns, and related mouldings

e Use of rectangular window and door openings throughout

e Wooden 8-over 8 sashes, double hung windows and flat stone arch lintels above

e The attic quarter fanlight wood windows and stone arch lintels above

e The 12 over-8 sashes wood window at stair hall

¢ Principal entrance comprises enclosed panel recessed, exterior panel door with
transoms, exterior woodwork including modified Doric pilasters with a dentilated
entablature

Attributes related to its craftsmanship / artistic merit:

¢ Its Kingston limestone masonry, including:
o Rock-faced stone surface
o Finely laid coursed ashlar with tight joints
o Window/ door flat and arched stone lintels with the voussoirs and
keystones

CONTEXT

The Georgian style architecture of the Mayfield House at 780 Garden Street was
brought by British settlers to Canada around the years of 1780. Georgian Architecture is
a modified version of the Renaissance and experiments with the Palladian style of
design. Georgian architecture is generally symmetrical, geometrically proportionate and
incorporates various decorative assemblies throughout the structure. The
characteristics that identify the house as a Georgian Style is the symmetry of the three
bay south fagade. It incorporates two storeys and has a central doorway with windows
placed on opposite sides of it. The windows are identical creating perfect symmetry on
either side of the facade.

Traces of the Regency style of architecture are also seen within the Mayfield house.
These influences are in the simplicity of the woodwork and openness of the rooms. The
simple designs of the mantelpieces, front entry, and overall detailing of the house
suggest a stylistic approach influenced by Regency architecture.

Masonry Construction

The whole residential dwelling was constructed using Kingston limestone. The stones
have been prepared with a rock faced surface meaning the face of the stones were
chiseled and left rough. When the stones were laid they were done so using the
“coursed ashlar” method in which all stones are uniformly sized and the bed joints are
continuous. The stone work has regular courses and is tightly joined showing high
levels of craftsmanship. The limestone was supplied by a grain merchant named John
Welsh in the 1840’s, and it is likely that the stones were cut in Kingston by the
Penitentiary prisoners. Overall, the masonry remains intact and structurally stable due
to its skillful construction.



West Elevation

The West Elevation of the Mayfield House overlooks Mayfield Crescent and has a
gabled end with a stone chimney and a projecting eave with eave returns. There are
two pairs of symmetrical windows, two on the ground floor and two on the second floor.
The double-hung windows are generously scaled, with 8-over-8 sashes, and stone flat
arches. On each gabled end there is a quarter fanlight window with two rows of five
glass panes. The addition constructed in the 1990s on the North Elevation is visible
from the west view and has an L-shaped layout.

East Elevation

The East Elevation overlooks Garden Street and has a similar layout as the West
Elevation except for the exterior door replacing the lower-right window. The non-original
door consists of four-panels in which the upper two are glazed, and has an original arch
opening. A porch was constructed on the elevation underneath the upper windows with
asphalt shingle cladding and equally spanned pairs of columns. The porch forms an
informal entry that leads to the kitchen and has minimal impact on the heritage
attributes of the house. The porch was formerly constructed with screen mesh and light
framing however was modified into the current design comprising pairs of posts with
brackets.



North Elevation

The North Elevation has an addition at its west end, and, in its original stone fagade,
contains five window openings, three on the second storey and two on the ground floor.
The lower windows are double hung, have stone arch lintels and wooden sills with 8-
over-8 sashes. The first and third upper windows are identical to the lower ones while
the middle window has 12-pane over 8-pane sashes. Connected to the North Elevation
is an additional structure that was constructed approximately 20 years ago. Currently
the addition is being used as office space with a meeting room on the upper floor and
desk space on the ground floor. The roof is clad with asphalt shingles while the walls
are constructed from stone masonry.

South Elevation

The South Elevation is an indication of the principal and original orientation of the
dwelling and forms the main view of the house. There are five identical window types,
three upper and two on the lower storey. The elevation is perfectly symmetrical with a
centered original exterior door. The windows are double hung with stone arch lintels and
8-over-8 sashes. The exterior door has been painted red sometime after 1983 along
with modifications being made to the frame. The arched fanlight has four pane
segments with thick glazing bars while the fanlight behind the recess has five pane
segments and thin glazing bars. There are creeping vines on the left (west) side of the
wall reaching up to the roof. Creeping vines can cause moisture problems in the wall



assemblies and loosen up the stone mortar joints and they should be removed as part
of regular maintenance.
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